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Economic Inequality
People desire lower taxes and increased state services from a political standpoint, with the gap supposedly filled by a combination of loaned cash and savings generated by decreasing government waste. Evidence also suggests a thin line separating people who are concerned about economic inequality and those who are not. Benjamin I. Page and Lawrence R. Jacobs bring together survey statistics in their book, Class War? What Americans Really Think about Economic Inequality, and make a compelling case that this jaded story was not a precise reflection of public opinion. They do not agree with it and provided reasons why. Most Americans, both Democrats and Republicans, support government participation in education, health care, and employment and are prepared to pay taxes to fund these services.
Page and Jacobs argue that there is ambiguity; for instance, most Americans are unaware that lower-income persons pay more in sales taxes as a proportion of their wages, while higher-income consumers pay more in income taxes (Page et al., 2009). As a result, there is considerable restlessness about the most efficient means to fund government expenditure. People are also misled about how to decrease the spending; for instance, most people desire to minimize the share of the government's spending that goes to overseas aid, despite substantially overstating the percentage of the budget that goes to this function (Page et al., 2009). 
The authors point out that, despite popular belief, most Americans are conscious of the country's high and rising wealth inequality. The majority of people wish to improve the situation. The question is whether they want the state to do it or not (Page et al., 2009). Page and Jacobs provide an excellent summary of the majority views in the United States, illustrating that, at least in the near run, there is strong consensus on the need for the government to play a more active role in promoting equity in the sense of providing opportunity in a free market economy.
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